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FINANCIAL INDUSTRY REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE, WAIVER AND CONSENT 

NO. 2007009050501 

TO: Department of Enforcen ent 
Financial Industry Regu aiory Authority ("FINRA") 

RE: Ronald Strcrta, Respond* at 
to vestment Ccunpany Pp -ducts/Variable Contracts Principal; Investment Company 
PrcKjucts/Variable Cofitr. cts Representative 
(CRD No. 872341) 

Pursuant to NASD Rule 9216 of FINRA's Code of Procedure, I submit this Letter of 
Acceptance, Waiver and Conseu: {"AWC) for the purpose of prppoaing a settlement of me 
alleged rule violations described below. This AWC is submitted on the conditioti that, if 
accepted, FINRA will not bring my ftmire actions against me alleging violations based on the 
same factual findings described 1 erein. 

A. I hereby accept an 3 consent, without admitting or denying the findings, and solely 
for the purposes o' tiiis proceeding and any other proceeding brought by or on 
behalf of FINRA, >r to which FINRA Is a party, prior to a hearing and without an 
adjudication of an' issue of law or fact, to the entry of the following findings by 
FINRA; 

Sirota first became associated -with FINRA (rTkte National Association of 
Securities Dealers JT NASD) on or about October 1,1979* Sirota was registered 
as (i) an Investmer t Company Products/Variable Contracts Principal; (li) on 
Investment Compi. jy Products/Variable Contracts Rjepresentative; (Hi) a 
Corporate Securitif s Representative; and (iv) a Direct Participation Programs 
Representative tim ugh member firms Mctlife Securities fac. (BD no. 14251) ai id 
Metropolitan life ] rtsurance Company (BD no. 4095) {collectively, "MetLife") 
from August 12t 2(02 through July 16̂ 007. Sirota is ciirrently registered svitli 
FINRA through an ithor member firm. Sirota has no relevant disciplinary histoy. 

I. 

A- rCEPTANCE AND CONSENT 

BACKGROUND 



12/18/2088 16:25 3154458493 SFP INC FflSE B3 
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While registered Jirough MetLife, Sirota attempted to settle the complaint of B 
MetLife custom* r by sending her a check and proposing settlement terms, witl tout 
providing prior D )tice to MetLife regarding these settlement efforts or obtainii g 
its consent. This conduct violated NASD Conduct Rule 2110. 

FAC TS AND VIOLATIVE CONDUCT 

On c? about Mart h 7,2007, while registered with FINRA through MetLife, Show 
and MetLife rece ved a complaint from DA, one of Sirota's customers. DA 
complained that i i March 2006 she had paid $2,000 to have a financial plan 
prepared by me a td that Sirota had railed to complete the plan. Oner about A; Mil 
5,2007, Sirota se it DA a check tor $2,000 and a letter for her to sign for purpc ses 
of retracting her c smplaint. Sirota did not inform MetLife of the chock and the 
retraction letter o= obtain MctLife's consent to send them. DA declined to Accept 
the payment or si, ai the retraction fetter. 

By reason of the t >regoing, Sirota violated NASD Conduct Rule 2110. 

OTHER FACTORS 

B 1 also consent to t w imposition of the following sanctions: 

* A suspension ram association with a FINRA member firm in all capacities 
for a period of 10 business days; and 

* A $5,000 fine 

1 agree to pay the moneta; y sanction(s) upon notice that this AWC has been accepted a *d 
that such payments) are s vie and payable. 1 have submitted an Election of Payment foim 
showing the method by w u'ch I propose to pay the fine imposed. 

I specifically and voluntaj [Jy waive any right to claim that I am unable to pay, now or a t 
any time hereafter, the m aetary sanction(s) imposed hi this matter. 

I understand that if I am b irred or suspended from associating with any FINRA member, 
I become subject to a stab tory disqualification as that term is defined in Section 3(aX3'.») 
of the Securities Exchangi Act of 1934, as amended. Accordingly, I may not be 
associated with any FINR V member in any capacity, iiuMng clerical or immaterial 
fractions, during the peric i of the lw or suspension. NASD Rule 83 i 0 and Dvl-
8310-1.) 
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The sanctions imposed h srein sha) I be effective on a dale set by FINRA staff. 

a 
WAJ Vm OF PROCEDURAL RIGHTS 

I specifically and voluntarily wa ve the following rights granted under FINRA's Code of 
Jfrocedure: 

A, To have a Formal Complaint issued specifying the allegations against me; 

B. To be notified of he Formal Complaint and have the opportunity to answer the 
allegations in wri Ing-

C To defend againsi the allegations in a disciplinary hearing before a hearing paosl, 
to have a written: ecord of the bearing made and to have a written decision tested; 
and 

D. To appeal any su< h decision to the National A îniicatory Council ("NAC) an-i 
then to the U.S. S curmes and Exchange Commission and a U.S. Court of 
Appeals. 

further, I specifically and volunt irily waive any right to claim bias or prejudgment of the 
General Counsel, the NAC, or at jr member of the NAC, in connection with such person's or 
body's participation in discussioi s regarding the terms and conditions of this AWC, or other 
consideration of mis AWC, inclu iing acceptance or rejection of this AWC 

] further specifically and voluntas fty waive any right to claim that a person violated the ex parts 
prohibitions of NASD Rule 9143 or the separation of functions prohibitions of NASD Rule 
9144, ffl connection with such pe son's or body's participation in discussions regarding the terns 
and conditions of this AWC, or o her consideration of this AWC, including its acceptance or 
rejection. 

HI. 

OTHER MATTERS 

I understand that: 

A. Submission of this AWC is voluntary and will not resolve this matter unless and 
until it has been re Tewed and accepted by the NAC. a Review Subcommittee o F 
the NAC, or the O lice of EHsciplinary Affairs ("QDA"), pursuant to NASD Rule 
9216; 
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B. If this AWC is n< t accepted, its submission wilt not be used as evidence to pre ve 
any of the allegai ons against me; and 

C Ifaccepted: 

1. mis AWC will become part of my pennanent disciplinary record and n tay 
be consid red in any future actions brought by FINRA or any other 
regulator • igainst me; 

2. this AWC will be made available through FINRA's public disclosure 
program i i response to public inquiries about my disciplinary record; 

3. FINRA m ty make a public announcement corjceniing this agreement a nd 
thesubjec matter thereof in accordance with NASI} Rule 8310 and W.-
8310-3; aid 

4. I may not ak* any action or make or permit to be made any public 
statement, including in regulatory filings or otherwise, denying, directly or 
indirectly, any finding fn this AWC or create the impression that the A VC 
is without factual basis, J may not take any position in any proceeding 
brought 03 or on behalf of FINRA, or to which FINRA is a party, that * 
inconsista t with any part of this AWC. Nothing in this provision, affistfs 
my right t< take legal or factual positions in litigation or other tegal 
proceeding s in which FINRA is not a party. 

D. I may attach a Cor active Action Statement to 0ns AWC that is a statement of 
demonstrable corr ctive step* taken to prevent future misconduct Iimderstani 
mat I may not den' the charges or make any statement mat is inconsistent witii 
the AWC in this S atement. This Statement does not constitute factual or lega 
findings by FINR̂  , nor does it reflect the views of FINRA or its staff. 

I certify that I have read and undc (stand all of the provisions of this AWC and have been grv<n a 
full opportunity to ask questions i bout it; that I have agreed to its provisions voluntarily; and mat 
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no offer, threat, iiKmcement, or atomise of any kind, other than n̂ tarnasetfbrrhhereittind 
prospect of avoiding the issuanc; of a Complaint, has been made to induce me to submit it 

Pate 

Reviewed by*. 

Liam O'Brian 
McCormick A O'Brien LLP 
42 West 38th Street, 7th Floor 
New York, New York 10018 
Fax: 1(212)504*9574 
TeU*<866) 653-0931 
Attorneys for Respondent 

Accepted by FINRA; 

Date 
Signed on behalf of the 
Director of ODA, by delegated authority 

Samuel L. Baridn 
Senior Regional Counsel 
FINRA, District 10 
Two Jericho Plaza, 2nd Floor 
Jericho, NY 11753 
(516)949-4217 
(202) 721-6573 (direct fax) 
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