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FINANCIAL INDUSTRY REGULATORY AUTHORITY . 5-"95
LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE, WAIVER AND CONSENT .,
NO. 2009017865401 "
Department of Enforcement
Financisl Industry Regulatory Authority (“FINRA")
Melissa Curry, Respondent
CRD No. 3027049

Pursuant to FINRA Rale 9216 of FINRA’s Code of Procedure, | submit this Letter of
Acceptance, Waiver and Consent (“AWC”) for the puipose of proposing a setifement of the
alleged rule violations described below. This AWC is submitted on the condition that, if
accepted, FINRA will not bring any future actions against me alleging violations based on the
same factual findings described herein.

L
ACCEPTANCE AND CONSENT

I hereby accopt and consent, without admitting or denying the findings, and solely
for the purposes of this proceeding and any other procecding brought by or on
behalf of FINRA, or to which FINRA is a party, prior to a hearing and without an
adjudication of any issue of law or fact, to the entry of the following findings by
FINRA:

BACKGROUND

Melissa Carry worked a8 an assistant in the Indianapolis, Indiana branch
of Stifel, Nicolaus & Co, Curry entered the securitics industry in 1992,
working in an unregisterad capacity at another firm in Indignapolis. She
went to Stifel, Nicolaus & Co. in Apeil 2005, and remained thers until
being dismissed on or sbout April 17, 2009. She applied for registration
as a General Securities Representative (Series 7) in Scptember 2008, but
failed the examination. She has no prior disciplinary history.

FACTS AND VIOLATIVE CONDUCT

Between June 12, 2008, and April 6, 2009, Carry misappropriated at least twenty-
four blank personal checks belonging to one of the registered reprosentatives in
her office. She took these checks from the desk of an another employee at the
branch, who maintained the checks for the registerad tepresentative. Curry placed
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her own name on the checks as payee, filled in amounts raaging from $200 to
$3,500, forged Knall’s signature on them, and deposited the checks into her
personal bank account. These checks totaled $42,600.

Neither the registered representative nor the other employes of the firm who
maintained the checks gave Curry permission to take funds from the registored
representative’s account or to use the chacks.

By misappropriating these funds from the registered cepresentative in her office,
Cunry violated NASD Conduct Rule 2110 for the period prior to December 15,
2008, and a violation of FINRA Rule 2010 for the pexiod December 15, 2008 to
April §, 2009,

T also consent to the imposition of the sanction of & har from association with any
FINRA member firm in any capacity.

T understand that if 1 am bayred or suspended from agsociating with any FINRA
member, I become sabject to a statutory disqualification as that term is defined in
Section 3(8)(39) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended
Accordingly, I may not be associated with any FINRA member in any capacity,
including clerical or ministerial functions, during the period of the bar or
suspension, (Seq FINRA Rules 8310 and §311.) Pursuant to FINRA Rule
8313(e), a bar or expulsion shall become cifective upon approval or scceptance of
this AWC.

o,
WAIVER OF PROCEDURAL RIGHTS

1 specifically and voluntarily waive the following rights granted under FINRA's Code of
Procedure:

A

To heve a Complaint issued specifying the atlegations against me;

To be notified of the Complaint and have the opportunity to answer the
allegations in writing;

To defend against the allegations in a disciplinary hearing before a hearing penel,
to have a written record of the hearing made and to have a writlen decision issuad;
and

To appeal any such decision 1o the National Adjudicatory Council (NAC”) and
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then to the U.S, SwuﬂﬂanﬂdExcbmgeCommwmmandaUS Courtof
Appeals.

Fmﬂ:mlspedﬂcaﬂvmdvohmmilywﬁvemydghtwciﬁmbimmpnjudmdﬁw
General Counsel, the NAC, or any member of the NAC, in connection with such person's or
bady’s participation in discussions regarding the torms and conditions of this AWC, or other
consideration of this AWC, including acceptance or rejection of this AWC.

I further specifically and voluntarily waive any right to claim that o porson violated the ex parte
prohibitions of FINRA Rule 9143 or the separation of functions prohibitions of FINRA Rule
9144, in connection with such person’s or body’s participation in discussions regarding the terms
and conditions of this AWC, or other consideration of this AWC, including its acceptance or
rejection.

L.
OTHER MATTERS
T understand that:
A.  Submission of this AWC is voluntary and will not resolve this matter unless and

until it hag been reviewed and accepted by the NAC, a Review Subcommittes of
the NAC, or the OtﬂmofDmiplmaryAﬂhsrs(“ODA”),ptmmutoFNRARu!:

9216;

B.  Ifthis AWC is not accepted, its submission will not be used as evidence to prove
any of the allegations against me; and

C. If nocepted:

1. this AWC will become part of my permanent disciplinary record and may
be considered in any fiture actions brought by FINRA or any other

regulator against me;
2. this AWC will be made availahle through FINRA's public disclosure
program in response to public inquiries about my disciplinary record;

3 FINRA may make a public announcement copceming this agreement sod
the subject matter thereof in accordance with FINRA Rule 8313; and

4, Imay not take any action or make or permit to be made any public
statement, including in regulatory filings or otherwise, denying, directiy or
indirectly, any finding in thizs AWC or create the impression that the AWC
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is without factual basis. 1 may not take any position in any proceeding
brought by or on behalf of FINRA, or to which FINRA is a party, that is
inconsistent with any pert of this AWC, Nathing in this provision affects
my right to take legal or factunl positions in litigation or other legal
proceedings in which FINRA is not a party.

I cextify that ] have read and understand all of the provisions of this AWC and have been given a
full opportunity to ask questions about it; that 1 have agreed to its provisions voluntarily; and that
po offer, threat, inducement, or promise of any kind, other than the terms set forth herein and the
prospect of avoiding the issuance of a Complaint, has been made to induce me to submit it.
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Date M Cary

Accepted by FINRA:

/ } ”} \© Signed on behalf of the

Date ! Director of ODA, by delegated authority
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Thomas Lawson v

Vice Pregident/Chief Counsel
FINRA Drepartment of Enforcement
1801 K Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20006

(202) 974-2810

FAX: (202) 721-8336




