
FINANCIAL INDUSTRY REGULATORY AUTHORrrY
LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE, WAIVER AND CONSENT

NO. 2014040104501

TO: Department of Enforcement
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority ("FINRA"?

RE: Richard Edward Holliday, Respondent
General Securities Representative
CRD No. 2356026

Pursuant to FINRA Rule 9216 ofF?NRA's Code of Procedure. i submit this Letter ofAcceptance,
Waiver and Consent ("AWC") forthe purpose ofproposing asettlement of the alleged rule violations
described below. This AWC is submitted on the condition that, ifaccepted, FINRA will not bring any
future actions against me alleging violations based on the same factual findings described herein.

L

ACCEPTANCE AND CONSENT

A. l hereby accept and consent, without admitting or denying the findings, and solely for the

purposes of this proceeding and any other proceeding brought by or on behalf of FINRA, or to
which FINRA is a party, prior to a hearing and without an adjudication of any issue of law or
fact, to the entry ofthe following findings by FINRA:

BACKGROUND

Richard Edward Holliday ("Holliday") entered the securities industry in May 1993, when he
became associated with a FINRA member firm. In July 1993, Holliday became registered as a
general securities representative.  ln October 2009, Holliday was employed by F?NRA Member
Spire Securities, LLC ("Spire"), where he remained until September 2012. In October 2012,
Holliday was employed by The Investment Center, lnc. (?The Investment Center"), where he
remained until January 2014. Holliday is not currently associated with a FINRA member firm.

RELEVANT D.????IN?BY U?STORY

On or about April 9, 2014, the Securities Commission of South Carolina filed an Administrative
Proceeding against Holliday alleging that the receipt of loans from three clients violated the South
Carolina Uniform Securities Act of2005. As a result ofthe Administrative Proceeding, Holliday
was permanently barred from engaging in asecurities business in the State of South Carolina,
censured, and fined $10,000. The South Carolina action involved the promissory notes discussed
below.

OVERVIEW-

Over a period of approximately three years, Holliday borrowed $155,000 from five customers
(two of which were husband and wife). Spire and The investment Center, both FINRA member
firms, prohibited borrowing from customers except under limited circumstances. Furthermore,
when asked on firm compliance questionnaires from 2010 to 2013 whether he had borrowed
funds from customers, Holliday falsely responded "No." In view of the foregoing,



Holliday violated NASD Conduct Rule 2370 (for conduct until June 14, 2010) and FINRA Rules
3240 (for conduct commencing on June 14,2010) and 2010.

FAC?S AND NOLATNE CONDUCT

Borrowi?? from Customers

On or about December 30, 2011, Holliday borrowed $25,000 from D.R., N.R., and M.R., who
were family friends and customers of Holliday at Spire and then at The Investment Center. On or
about January 12,2012, Holliday borrowed an additional $25,000 from D.R. and N.R. Both
loans were documented by promissory notes, but the notes did not have maturity dates. While
Holliday made interest payments through at least November 2013, he has failed to repay the
principal of either loan in spite of demands by D.R, N.R. and M.R.

On or about August 3,2009, Holliday borrowed $25,000 from J.K.P., also a family friend and a
customer ofHolliday at Spire and at The Investment Center. This loan was documented with a
promissory note with a maturity date ofNovember 7,2009. However, the promissory note was
not repaid by the maturity date and the loan was extended in August 2010, with a new maturity
date ofFebruary 4,2011.

On or about April I, 2009, Holliday borrowed $60,000 from C.M., again a family friend and a
customer of Holliday at Spire and later at The Investment Center. The $60,000 loan was owner
financing ofthe purchase ofa building by Holliday from C.M. The loan was memorialized by a
promissory note providing for a ?2 percent annual interest rate. On or about May 14,2010,
Holliday borrowed an additional $20,000 from C.M. for renovations on the property. This loan

was also documented with a promissory note, which required annual interest at a 12 percent rate.

C.M. later conveyed the property to Holliday so that Holliday could obtain a loan on the property
from a local bank, which took a first mortgage on the property. This loan enabled Holliday to
repay C.M. $30,000. Thereafter, on October 3,2011, C.M. agreed to consolidate the prior two
loans into a single promissory note, and recorded a second mortgage on the property in the
amount of$50,000 (representing the remaining balance due from Holliday).

As of the date her?eon, Holliday has not repaid the loans in full and did not disclose the loans to
either Spire or The Investment Center. During the period in which Holliday accepted the
foregoing loans, both Spire's and The Investment Center's written supervisory procedures
generally prohibited their representatives from borrowing funds from customers.

NASD Conduct Rule 2370 (now known as FINRA Rule 3240) prohibits loans between
representatives and customers unless certain conditions are met, the first ofwhich requires that
the employer firm have written procedures allowing the borrowing and lending of money
between registered persons and customers. Both Spire and The Investment Center had
procedures, which did not allow borrowing funds from customers as engaged in by Holliday.

By obtaining the above-referenced loans fmm customers, Holliday violated NASD Conduct Rule
2370 (for conduct until June 14,2010) and FINRA Rules 3240 (for conduct commencing on June
14, 2010) and 2010.
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False Attestatlon?

From 2010 to 2012, Holliday completed Annual Compliance Questionnaires  for Spine that
included the following question: ?[w]hile associated with the firm, have you solicited or accepted

a loan from or made a loan to a client for any reason." Holliday falsely answered "No."
Holliday's answers on the Spire Annual Compliance Questionnaires were false in that he had

received loans from C.M. and J.K.P. before completing the first two Annual Compliance
Questionnaires and received loans from all five customers at the time he completed the last
Annual Compliance Questionnaire.

In 2013, Holliday completed an Annual Compliance Questionnaire for The Investment Center
that included the following questions: '*[h]ave you accepted cash from customersT and "[h]ave
you borrowed from or loaned money to any customers?'' Holliday falsely answered "No" to both
questions. Holliday's answers on The lnvestment Center's Annual Compliance Questionnaire

were false in that he had received cash and loans from customers prior to completing the Annual
Compliance Questionnaire.

By providing false information in response on the Annual Compliance Questionnaires  for Spire
and The Investment Center, Holliday engaged in conduct that was inconsistent with high
standards ofcommercial honor andjust and equitable principles oftrade, in violation of FINRA
Rule 2010.

B. I also consent to the imposition ofthe following sanction:

? A bar from association with any FINRA member firm in all capacities.

1 understand that if I am barred or suspended from associating with any FINRA member, 1

become subject to a statutory disqualification as that term is defined in Article III, Section 4 of
FINRA's By-Laws, incorporating Section 3(a)(39) ofthe Securities Exchange Act of 1934.
Accordingly, I may not be associated with any FINRA member in any capacity, including clerical

or ministerial functions, during the period ofthe bar or suspension ?Q F]NRA Rules 8310 and

83112

The sanctions imposed herein shall be effective on a date set by F?\IRA staff. Pursuant to FlNRA
Rule 8313(e), a bar or expulsion shall become effective upon approval or acceptance of this
AWC.

?L

WAIVER OF PROCEDURAL RIGHTS

l specifically and voluntarily waive the following rights granted under FINRA's Code of Procedure:

A. To have a Complaint issued specifying the allegations against me;

B. To be notified oflhe Complaint and have the opportunity to answer the allegations in writing;

C. To defend against the allegations in a disciplinary hearing before a hearing panel, to have a written
record of the hearing made and to have a written decision issued; and

D. To appeal any such decision to the National Adjudicatory Council ("NAC") and then to the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Commission and a U.S. Court of Appeals.
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Accepted by FINRA:

6-Ig-Wi4
Signedonbehalfofthe

Date Director of ODA, by 'e?a2?7??lila????orraional 

Coun?IJ
F[NRA, Del>Krtment of Enfo?ement
One Securities Centre, Suite 500
3490 Piedmont Road, N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30305
(404) 239-6111; Fax: (404) 264-1586
E-Mail: brice.lahue@finra.org

teresa-reich@finra.  org (senior paralegal)

5




