
FINANCIAL INDUSTRY REGULATORY AUTHORrrY
LETI'EROFACCEFI'ANCE,WAIVERAND CONSENT

NO. 20150445345-01

TO: Department ofEnfbrceme?t
Financial lndu?try Regulatory Authority ("FINRA'D

RE: Leslie Ward, Respondent
CRD No. 6130814

Pursuant to FINRA Rule 9216 ofFINRA's Code of Prooedure, Leslie Ward (?Ward" or
?Repondcnt")  submits this L?tt?r of Acoeptanee, Waiver and Consmt (?AWC") fbr the pui-pose
ofproposing a setllement of the alleg? rule viOI,itieiis rte*?i-b? belo? This AWC is nibmitted
on tho?nrl,Hoq that, ifaooepted, FINRA will notbring my fiihiie ?r*inn, a?inst Rcspondcnt
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ACCEPTANCE AND CONSENT

A. Rcspondmt her?by aoocpts and consents, without admitting or dmylng the
fiprtings, mci solely for the purposes of this proceeding and any other proceeding
brought by cir on behalf of FINRA, or to which FINRA is a party, prior to a
hearing and without an adjudication ofany issue of law or fact, to the entry ofthe
following findings by F?NRA:

?ACKGROUND

Rcspondentjoined membcr firm Amcriprisc Finmrin? Senrices, tnc. (BDNo.
6363) (?Ameriprise") in October 2012, ?a aNon-Registered  Fingerprint p??,n
In May 2014, Respo?D[Ie'1? aigi? a Unif?li?I?i Aprlk???im for Se?lmtiCS Indim?y
RB??Ftrption of Tiaa-f?r (UForm U47 that wa? ?bmitted to FINRA on or about

May 2l, 20?4. in Deocmber 2014, Ameriprise fi?ed a Uniforin TU*,u,?,l?w.
Notice for Securities Industry Regidration (?Form U?D fbr Respondent
termi?t?ting Respondent, and filed an amer,dm?n? to such Form US on Febnmry
20, 2015 di*cloring that Respondent was .?nder intm?al review" fbr pr?viding
two falsified FINRA test score reports tri her employer fbr tests that she did not
take.

Ward is not currently registered with FINRA or associated with any FINRA
member firm.

RELEVANT DI?CIPL?NARY HI?IQRY

Ward has no disciplinary history.



OVERVIEW1

In Septembcr and November 2014, respectively, while an asaocialed person of
Ameriprise, War?i told her e-pluy*r on two occasions lhat she had taken and
failed the Series 7 lioonsing exam, and created two corresponding false score
reports. By reason of thi, foregoing, Ward violated F?NRA Rule 2010.

FACTS ANp VIOLATIVE CONDUCT

FINRA Rule 2010 ??iu;,?, that as?ociated pcr?ons obs?ve high 0?nrl?,ds of
oomm, honor and just and equitable principles oftrade.

As an ?sociakd p?=?, of Ameripr?c, W?d told her m?ployer that she Raok the
Scries 7 exam in September 2014 and again in Novcmber 2014. In fact, she did
not take the cxamination on either occasion; however, she presented two fhlae

Sa-7aaonmml.toheran008=.Mw,i=Iof Ike6.aMWRdv?WX.d
FINRA Rule 2010.

B, Respondent Rlso ?nsents fo the impu?;Gen of the fbllowing sandions:

. A bar from a??oci,?ion with any FINRA member in anycap#ty.

Respondent understands that if Respondent is barred or suspended from

??or, Hng with any FINRA member, Respondent becomes subject to a statutory
disqualific?ion as that term is defined in Article m, Section 4 of FINRA's By-
Laws, incorporating Section 3(a)(39) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1 934.
Ao?ordingly, Respondmt may not be ??ocia?erl with anyFINRA member in any
capacity, including clerical orministcrial fmc?iog during the pmod ofthc bar or
suspension (see FINRA Rules 8310 and 8311).

The sanctions imposed herein shall bc cfrbctive on a date set by FINRA staf[. A
bar or expulsion shall become effective upon approval or acceptance ofthis
AWC.

IL

WAIVER OF PROCEDURAL RIGHTS

Respondent specifically and voluntarily waives the fbtlowing rights granted under FINRA's
Code of Procedurc:

A. To have a Complaint issued specifying the allegations against Respondent;

B. To be notified ofthe Complaint and have the opportunity to answer the
allegations in writing;
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C. To defend against the alleg?ions in a disciplinary hearing before a hearing panel,

to have a written record oflhe hearing made and to have a written decision issued;
and

D. To appeal any such decision to the National Adjudicalory Coimcil (UNAC'? and

thm to the U.S. Sec?ities and Exch?ng? Commission and a U.S. Court of
Appe???-

Further, Respondent specifically and vohmtarily waives any right to claim bias or prejudgment

of the Chief Legal Of?oer, the NAC, or any member of the NAC, in connection with such

person's or body's participation in dmcussionB regmr?ing the terms and conditions ofthis AWC,
or otherconsider?ltion of this AWC, including acrcptan?e or rejection of this AWC.

Respondent ? ll- specifically and volnnt?ily ..?.? any right to claim that a person vioi?e-*
the ex pmie probibitions of FINRA Rule 9?43 or the 64?Aral?on of functions pmhibitions of
FINRA Rule 9144, in oonnection with such pmon's or body'a participation in di?,*eions
.??rding the tmns and conditions ofthis AWC, or otherconsideration of this AWC, including
its accrptance or rejecHon.

HL

OTHER MATrERS

Respondent understands that:

A. Suhmi??i? of this AWC is voluntary and will not resolve this matter unless mid
?mtil it hasbeen i?vi-wed and 

-. -YL-ibytheNAC, aRevicw rL.t-........'il...of
the NAC, or the Oflice ofDI#pli??ry Affhir? (UODA"), pmsualtt to FINRA Rule
9216;

B. If this AWC is not accepte?, its submission will not be used as evidence to prove
any of the allegations against Respondmt; mid

C. If aooepted:

i. this AWC will become p?t of Respondent's v....,-,ent disciplinary
record and may be considered in any fllture actions brought by FINRA or
any other regulator ag?uist Respondent;

2. this AWC will b? made available through FINRA's public disclositm

program in accordance with FINRA Rule 8313;

3. FINRA may make a public announcement concerning this a?-,?,eut and

the subject matter thereofin acoorrlanoo with FINRA Rule 8313; and
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4. Respondent may not take any action or makeor permit to bemade any
pub?io ?#?tcment, including in rcg?l?tory fiH?? or otherwise, clenying,

directly or indirectly, any finding in this AWC or creat? the impression
that the AWC is without facaial basis. Respondent may not take any
po?tion in any proceeding brought by or on behalfof FINRA, or to which
FINRA is a party, that is inconsistent with any part of this AWC. Nothing
in this pmvision affectB R?pondent's: (i) testimon??l obligation?i; or (ii)

Haew-1-aa=aN#1611814#proceedings in which FINRA is not a party.

D. Re?p??d?t may ?? a A rrecHv? Aclf?o? le??,?m?n? ?o ?his AWC ?hat is a
statcmmt of dmion?trable oorr?l?ve steps takm to prevent future misconduct
Respondent understands that Respondent may not deny the charges or make any
statement that i? inw,lé?wtent with the AWC m this S*?0?ncnt. This S*?*-.?ent
doe not Danstitutc 46,+,i.I or legal finrlir?? by FINRA,nor does it mflect tIN
views of FINRA or its staff.

R?pon?mt certifics that Repondent has mad and ulvier*1*ndg all ofthe provisions of this AWC
a?d has bem givm a full opportunity to ask questions about it; that Respondent has agru? to its
provisions v?h?nt?rily. and Ihat no ofT?r, ?? indm?pm?nt, or pr?ise ofany kind, other Mthe lmim set fbrth h??in and the prospect ofavoiding the i??,-W?P. ofa Complaint, has been
made to in?hie?? Rmpondcnt to mibmit iL

11/In/20'S

,
 

Uimd
06 WWMJ Leslie Ward, Respondent
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AocepD?rl by FINRA:

12/E/ 

15 Signed on behalfofthe
Date Director ofODA, by de ed authority $,OZCDP

Senior Regionml Counsel /?
FINRA Dcpmtmentof Enh?ve??????

One World Financial Center
200 Liberty Street

New York, Ncw York 10281-1003
(212) 858-4009, fhx: (212) 858-4770

dunun.-0?Ma
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